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At the end of Chapter 8 in Gospel of Saint John, the Savior was disputing with the Pharisees in 
the Temple during the Feast of Tabernacles. He told them, "Your father Abraham was glad that 
he should see my day; and he saw it and rejoiced" (John 8:56). The Jews said that Jesus was 
not even fifty years old, so how could He claim to have seen Abraham? The Lord replied, 
"Before Abraham was, I am." I am, of course, is the name that God revealed to Moses in the 
Burning Bush. When the Jews picked up stones to throw at Him, He hid Himself and went out of 
the Temple. 
We read in SaInt John's Gospel (9:1-38): "As He passed by, he saw a man who was blind from 
birth." It might appear that Jesus was on His way to something or someone else, but in his Com-
mentary on the Gospel of Saint John, the ever-memorable Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas, quotes 
from Homily LVI of Saint John Chrysostom: "that on going out of the Temple, He proceeded in-
tentionally to the work, is clear from this: it was He who saw the blind man, and not the blind 
man who came to Him...." 
Christ's disciples asked Him who had sinned, the blind man or his parents that he had been 
born blind. Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God 
might be manifested in him" (John 9:3). It was thought that a person who had some affliction 
must have sinned (or his parents did) to deserve such punishment. In the Book of Exodus 
(20:5), God said that he would visit "the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation." This, however, applied to the sin of idolatry, if the children emulated their 
parents' behavior. 
The blind man was not born blind just so the miracle could be performed, but seeing the man in 
such a condition, the Lord decided to use him in a way that would manifest God's glory. He Who 
is the Light of the world healed the blind man and enlightened him. Giving sight to the blind was 
one of the signs which would identify the Messiah (Matthew 11:4-6). 
The Lord made clay when He spat on the ground, and placed it in the man’s empty eye sockets 
and sent him to the pool of Siloam to wash. Most versions of the Gospels translate the word 
επεθηκεν as "anointed," but it can also mean "to spread on," or "to smear." Siloam means 
"sent," and in Saint John's Gospel Christ says about forty times that He Himself had been sent 
by the Father." 
This manner of healing reminds us of the way God created man by fashioning him from the dust 
of the earth. In the Old Testament God created man from the dust of the earth, now Christ, the 
same God, fashions eyes from the clay and places them in the blind man’s empty sockets. Here 
are some quotes from the Pentecostarion: 
At the Oikos of Matins: "He receives physical eyes as well as those of the soul." 
In the Verses of the Synaxarion: O Bestower of light. Who are Light coming forth from Light; You 
gave eyes to the man who was blind from birth, O Word." 
In the second exapostilarion: "Along the way, the Savior found a man who lacked both sight and 
eyes." 
At Monday Vespers (stikheron of the Feast) we sing, "With his whole soul, and mind, and his 
tongue, the man who in times not long passed had been blind, confessed Him Who had fash-
ioned eyes for him out of spittle and clay..." 
Saint Theophylaktos says in his Commentary that "Jesus our Lord fashioned all the members of 
the blind man's body except for the eyes, which He omitted. By healing them now, he completes 
the divine act of creating and demonstrates that He is the Creator." 
Jesus tests the faith of the blind man by sending him to the Pool of Siloam (which means 
“sent”). He respects the man’s freedom, but asks for his voluntary and free participation in the 
miracle. The blind man, with faith, obeys God’s command. He goes and washes in the pool, and 
he returns seeing. 
 

Sunday of the Blind Man 



 

 

 The former blind man’s life was not made easier, however. He becomes the object of the 
Scribes' and Pharisees' evil and hatred, those who believed in God and in the observance of His 
Law. They themselves were blind, yet they were suspicious of the formerly blind man, imagining 
that he only pretended to be blind and now was able to see. "They willingly were made blind by 
the dark letter of the Law, in which Christ, the resplendent Sun shines."
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They questioned the man who was blind, but when they see the miracle before their eyes, in-
stead of believing, they shut the eyes of their souls. Then the man's parents were questioned. 
They were afraid to confirm the miracle that happened to their son who was born blind, because 
they did not want to be expelled from the synagogue. They tried to avoid trouble by concealing 
the truth. Therefore, they said, "He is of age, ask him!" 
We who receive benefits from God every day are ashamed or afraid to confess God because of 
our lack of trust. We put our own interests above God, knowing that He will understand us! He 
will understand us, but He will also see our faith and what priorities we have in our lives. Christ 
will see what "gods" we have put in His place, but He will not cease to remind us that He is the 
light of the world. 
The blind man was healed, not only in the eyes of his body but eventually in his soul as well. He 
recognizes Jesus as God, and does not hesitate to confess it before the religious rulers with 
courage that many of us would envy. Faith alone is not enough, we also need to confess our 
faith in order to become genuine children of God. When we confess Christ before men, He will 
confess us before His Father, as the Lord has promised us: "Everyone who shall confess me 
before men, I also shall confess him before my Father who is in Heaven; and whoever denies 
me before men I also will deny him before my Father who is in Heaven" (Matthew 10:32). 
 

HYMNS FOR THE DAY  
Resurrectional Apolytikion, Mode Pl. 1 
As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, * so the Word, who was born from the Virgin for us. * 
Let us praise Him, O believers, and let us worship Him. * For our salvation He was pleased * to 
be crucified in the flesh, * and to undergo death, * and to resurrect the dead, by His glorious res-
urrection.  

Apolytikion for the Equals-to-the-Apostles. Mode Pl. 4 
Your Apostle among the Rulers, St. Constantine, who once beheld in the sky the image of Your 
Cross, and who like Paul received his calling not from man, once entrusted the Ruling City into 
Your hand. We entreat You to restore it in peace forever, at the intercession of the Theotokos, O 
Lord who loves humanity.  

Apolytikion of St. Markella, Mode 1  
Obedient to the laws of the Lord and to His divine teachings, you kept them blamelessly, O 
Markella and being frightened of the violence of your father who pursued you. O pure bride of 
Christ you hid in the mountains where he found you and took your life. Glory to Him who has 
given you strength, Glory to Him who has crowned you, Glory to Him who works healings 
through you to every-one.  

Apolytikion of St. Demetrios, Mode 3  
The world found in you a great champion in danger. A victor who could turn the nations back. As 
you restrained Levi in the arena, you also inspired Nestor to courage. Therefore, Holy Great 
Martyr Demetrios, entreat Christ God, to grant us great, great mercy!  

Kontakion of Pascha, Mode Pl. 4  
Though You went down into the tomb, O Immortal One, yet You brought down the dominion of 
Hades; and You rose as the victor, O Christ our God; and You called out "Rejoice" to the Myrrh-
bearing women, and gave peace to Your Apostles, O Lord who to the fallen grant resurrection.  



 

 

EPISTLE READING  
 

Acts 26:1, 12-20  
 
In those days, King Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for yourself." Then 
Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense: "I journeyed to Damascus with the authority 
and commission of the chief priests. At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, shining round me and those who journeyed with me. And when we had all 
fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why do 
you persecute me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.' And I said, 'Who are you, Lord?' And 
the Lord said, 'I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand upon your feet; for I 
have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve and bear witness to the things in 
which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you from the peo-
ple and from the Gentiles - to whom I send you to open their eyes, that they may turn from dark-
ness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 
a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those at Damascus, then at Jerusalem 
and throughout all the country of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and 
turn to God and perform deeds worthy of their repentance."  
 

GOSPEL READING  
 

John 9:1-38  
 
At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked 
him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It 
was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest 
in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one 
can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat on 
the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to 
him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came 
back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this 
the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He 
said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The 
man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so 
I went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not 
know." They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sab-
bath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how 
he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes and I washed, and I 
see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the sab-
bath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a division 
among them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has 
opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." The Jews did not believe that he had been blind 
and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, 
and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" 
His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he 
now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will 
speak for himself." His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already 
agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue.  



 

 

Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask him." So for the second time they called the man 
who had been blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner." 
He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, 
now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He an-
swered them, "I have told you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And they reviled him, saying, "You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You 
do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You were born in utter 
sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, 
and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is 
he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who 
speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe": and he worshiped him.  
 

WELCOME 
 

Thank you for joining us today for worship. This is information to help make your worship experi-
ence more meaningful.  
 
At 10:00 am the Divine Liturgy, which is the main worship service of the Orthodox Church, be-
gins with the words from the priest “Blessed is the kingdom of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit…”  
 
We welcome people of all faiths and denominations to worship with us and appreciate your join-
ing us. For those who are not Orthodox Christians we ask that you not receive the Holy Com-
munion when it is offered to the congregation. Those visitors who are Orthodox Christians may 
receive Communion provided you normally receive at your home parish and have not been re-
stricted in any way. For Orthodox Christians, when in doubt whether to receive or not, please 
ask Fr. John in advance and he will be happy to advise you.  
 
For those of you visiting an Orthodox Christian Church for the first time, we pray that you have a 
very meaningful worship experience. Orthodox worship reaches all five senses. Through sight 
with the icons, church architecture and the movement of worship; through smell with the use of 
incense; through sound through the beauty of the Church music; through taste with the receiving 
of Holy Communion; and through touch with lighting of candles, crossing oneself, and the vener-
ation of icons.  
 
You will find that the Orthodox place a great emphasis on reverence in worship. Our reverence 
is serious, but also very joyful as well. Please ask one of the attendants in the Narthex (the en-
trance area of the church) if you have any questions.  
 
May the blessings of the Lord be with you.  



 

 

 

 

Website:     www.stmarkella.org 

Narthex Committee: Elizabeth Pugh –Chair  John Walker –Co-Chair, 
Darin Bell, Aaron Bradley, Liora Fallon, Cristina Jackson, Evelyn Mosley, Steve Paros 

Altar: Tim Boolos –Altar Group Leader, Christian Meyers –Alternate Leader 
Group Chrysostom: Sasha Butterworth, Vova Gurkovsky, Jonathan Morgan, Cosmas 

Mosley,  Bartholomew Mosley, Jonas Mosley, Michael Simpson  
Group Basil: Levi Bigham, Gabriel Fallon, Damian Mosley,  

Gabriel Mosley, Michael Mosley,  Jack Pugh 
Music: Matthew Morgan, -Choir Director  

Chanters –Darin Bell, Andrew McBroom, Megan Morgan, Alex Pugh 
Video: Darin Bell 

Facebook.com/StsMarkellaDemetrios 

TODAY 
 

Sunday of the Blind Man  
 

Altar Group Today: Basil 
 

General Assembly 
 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 
 

May 22—24 
Father John off 

 
Thursday, May 25 

Holy Ascension 
Matins 8:45am 
Liturgy 10am 

 
 
 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GREEK DANCERS OF STS MARKELLA AND DEMETRIOS  
The Greek Dancers of Sts Markella and Demetrios will practice Sunday, May 28 
at 12:15pm. If you are interested in joining them, please contact Katrina Thomas 
at 850-428-9198 or the Church office at 850-244-0822.  
 

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL 2023 
Jonas Mosley attended the Metropolis Oratorical and got Honorable Mention for 
the Senior Division.  Gabriel Mosley attended in the Junior Division and also   
received Honorable Mention.  Both boys were the Alternates from the District 
Festival.  Jack Pugh couldn't go (Senior Division) because of senior year 
tests.  Vova (Junior Division) couldn't go because of pre-planned travel               
arrangements.  Sarah Mosley took the boys up to the Metropolis Oratorical  
Festival held the weekend of May 12-14 at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox         
Cathedral in Charlotte, NC. 
 

We are very proud of our Youth, and the Sunday School for their work with our 

children's Religious Education.  

 

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL AWARD HONOREEES FOR 2023  
Gratitude and congratulations to Vova Gurkovsky and Elizabeth Pugh for being 
honored with the Archangel Michael Award by our parish for 2023. Both are very 
deserving!  
 
There will be the annual Banquet November 11-12 in Atlanta to honor all award 
recipients in the Metropolis, and we will do our own formal recognition here in 
the church in December.  
 
Much thanks to all in the Parish who participated in the nomination process this 
year. 

 
ZOOM LINK FOR ALL MEETINGS CURRENTLY  
Meeting ID: 869 106 3878 Password: 19641975 https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/8691063878? pwd=MHViamRaaHRFVHByQkhrSzhoMzRYQT09  



 

 

 

PRAY FOR YOUR LOVED ONES  
 

The Community is praying for the following: 

Margaret Abbate 
Erica Ailes  
Joy Ailes 
Georgine Arvanites 
Vasio Arvanites 
Nolan Baker 
Rebecca Baker 
Mario Benz 
Judy Bradley 
Kathy Bowdoin & Family  
Larry Broadus 
Kevin Byrne 
Penelope Calabrese 
Mary Campbell  
Litsa Carrion  
Charles B. Chapman 
Vonni Cobb  
Angela Walters Comfort  
Max Copeland  
Betty Dodson 
Jamie Douglas  
Dorothy Eshelman 
Erin Feeney 
Tim Feeney 
Shirley Feltman 
Zachary Fletcher  

Betty Floyd  
Dean Gigicos 
Diana Green  
Brian Guthrie 
Diana Guthrie 
Demetrios Hadjisimos 
Janet Havican  
Mike Horner   
Jake Hoskin  
Katheryn Kaffoglou  
Mary Spiridoula Kalista  
Phillip Kanellopoulos  
George and Julia Karov 
Christine Kopsian 
Katy Kruljac  
Julie Mamani  
Angela McBroom  
Ariel McBroom  
Nicholas McBroom  
Andrew Michas  
George Michas  
Nina Michas 
Rebecca Pallone 
Janice Parton 
Judy Savage 
 

Edward Scruggs  
 & Family 
Petera & George Sigalos 
Melissa Simpson  
Stanojka Stevanovic  
David Stewart  
Janet Sutherland  
Matthew Sweetser 
Susan Tringas  
John Tullis  
Dana Visioiu 
Badra Walters  
Mary Walters 
Nikole G. Webb 
Gary Wilson 
 
All service men and women 
who are deployed overseas  

2023 PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Fr. John Wallace    frjohn@stmarkella.org               324-3603 C 

Maria McCloud-President  mccloudm@cox.net         865-0643 H 

Aaron Bradley-Vice President aarbradley@yahoo.com          217-6070 C 

Darin Bell-Secretary   ventura1982010@gmail.com                            240-4301 C 

Nathanael Mosley-Treasurer  nathanaelmosley@gmail.com             (770)756-8684 C 

Terri Grammas    mudbugpots@gmail.com        624-8815 C 

Megan Morgan    markellakubitzki@yahoo.com       217-5318 C 

Jackie Rios     markella.demetrios.goc.secretary@gmail.com       226-1471 C 

Gary Wilson     gtwilson99@yahoo.com                   (316)322-5791 C 
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STEWARDSHIP  

We are very grateful to our Families for their 2023 Stewardship   

Charles and Margaret Abbate 
The Aldehneh Family  
Brent and Rhea Aslin 
Vernon and Jamie Beatty 
Andrew, Kate, and  
 Leon  Blagodir 
Serghei Blagodir 
Tim and Vicki Boolos 
James Bosnake 
Aaron and Trina Bradley 
The Butterworth/ Gurkovsky Family 
Eleftheria Carrion 
Oana Cazacu 
Mary Cook-Dennis 
Maria Coukoulis 
Stephen Crothers 
Barbara Denamur 
Harold and Anita Diamond 
Keith and Rebecca Fletcher 
Malpa Fuller  
Carlo and Stella Gammaitoni 
Alan and Mary Gardner 
Terri Grammas 
Mitch Harrison 
Susan Horner  
Cristina Jackson 
Georgia Jensen 
Mary Kallista  
George and Julia Karov 
The Malaga Family 
Andrew and Angela McBroom 
Louis and Maria McCloud 
Elizabeth Michas 
Dr. and Mrs. George and Nina Michas 
John and Connie Morgan 
 

Matthew, Megan and  
 Jonathan Morgan 
Robert and Margaret Morrison 
Nathanael and Sarah Mosley 
Joe and Despina O'Neil 
Gary & Patti Overholt 
Nick and Tanya Papadopoulos 
Samuel & Nora Pappas 
Christian and Adriana Partere 
Steve & Veta Paros 
Anastas and Betsy Pazevic  
Katarina Potter 
The Pugh Family 
Jeanette Rosa 
Achilles and Harriet Sakis 
Joan Salazar  
The Savvaides Family 
Benjamin Siege 
The Simpson Family 
Angelos and Katrina Thomas 
Karl and Sandy Trammell 
Alex and Susan Tringas 
Tetiana Ukhina 
Nicholas, Candace,  
 Kosta, Wynnie and Fields Vlahos 
John Walker 
Fr. John & Pres. Mary Wallace 
Joyce Walter 
Mary Walters  
Rod and Jamilah Williams  
Gary and Teresa Wilson  
Larry and Natalia Wokral 
 
 

Thank You to Our Anonymous Donors - "But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing."  (Matt. 6:3) Thank you to our anonymous  
donors who give of their resources with a request to remain unidentified.  While we print the 
names of our stewards as per the regulations of the Archdiocese, we honor those who wish 
to remain anonymous.  One encourages by public example while the other supports without 
attention; both Glorify God. 



 

 

  

Happy Mother’s Day 



 

 



 

 


